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AN ACT concerning a youth service schol arshi p program

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Yout h Service Schol arship Act.

Section 5. Intent. It is the intent of the General
Assenbly to establish the Youth Service Scholarship Program
to acconplish all of the follow ng goals:

(1) Provide this State's youth with opportunities to do
all of the follow ng:

(A) Gve back to their communities through service.

(B) Enhance their access to a coll ege education.

(C Develop, in "real life" situations, the skills
and understanding critical to their developnent as
students, workers, and conmunity nenbers.

(D) Develop a lifelong ethic of service and a
richer understanding of <citizenship in a denocratic
soci ety.

(2) Deter juvenile delinquency by providing this State's
youth wth after school and intersession alternatives that
pronote public service.

(3) Forma partnership between schools and community
organi zati ons dedi cat ed to building responsibility and
br oadeni ng hi gher education opportunities for this State's
yout h.

(4) Mobilize youth, an often neglected resource, in
service that neets the critical needs of their communities
by, for exanple, tutoring preschool children in reading,
assisting licensed providers' care for infants and toddlers,
hel pi ng W th after school recreational prograns and

nutritional prograns for elenentary school pupils, helping
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the frail and elderly to live independently, contributing to
nei ghbor hood cl eanup and housing rehabilitation projects, and
assisting their peers to becone involved in communi ty

servi ce.

Section 10. Definitions. In this Act:
"Commi ssi on" means t he [11inois Conmmi ssi on on
Vol unt eeri sm and Community Servi ce.

"Progranmt neans the Youth Service Schol arshi p Program

Section 15. Establishnment of Program availability to
consorti a.

(a) There is hereby established the Youth Service
Schol arship Program a pilot program to be admnistered by
the Comm ssi on. The Programshall be in effect for fiscal
years 2004 through 2008, and the Program shall be nade
available to consortia that are conprised of one or nore
school districts that operate schools with grades 9 through
12 and at least 3 community-based organizations. The
consortia shall be selected for participation in the program
on a conpetitive basis by the Comm ssion.

(b) A pupil may be selected by a consortiumto earn a
scholarship while the pupil is enrolled in any of grades 9
through 12 in a public school located in this State that is
involved in the consortium The pupil my redeem the
scholarship if the pupil enrolls in a private or public
post secondary or vocational institution |ocated in this State
by Decenber 1 of the year the pupil graduates from high
school or receives a high school equivalency certificate. A
student may defer redeem ng the scholarship for 2 years. A
pupil wi shing to defer his or her scholarship shall notify
the Commission, in witing, by Decenber 1 of the year the
pupi | graduates from high school or receives a high school

equi val ency certificate. A pupil may al so defer redeem ng
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the schol arship for longer than 2 years if the pupil enters
service in Anmeri Corps, another national service program or a
branch of the United States Arnmed Services, in which case the
schol arship shall be redeened upon conpl etion of the service.
The Commission nay grant a request to delay redenption of a
schol arship beyond 2 years for other reasons on a case by
case basi s.

(c) In the event that the Comm ssion ceases to exist,
the Program shall be adm nistered by the Illinois Student

Assi st ance Conmi ssi on.

Section 20. Award of scholarships. Upon conpletion of
100 hours of volunteer community service, as defined by the
Comm ssion pursuant to Section 35 of this Act, perforned
bet ween Septenber 1 of one year and August 31 of the next
year, a pupil shall earn a scholarship in the amount of $500.
The maxi mum anount of a scholarship is $2,000, provided a
pupil perfornms the required anmount of comunity service
during each of grades 9 through 12. A scholarship shall only
be wused for tuition, fees, books, supplies, and living
expenses. |f possible, an equal nunber of schol arships shal

be awarded to pupils enrolled in each of grades 9 through 12.

Section 25. Service sites.

(a) The comunity service described in Section 20 of
this Act shall only be perfornmed at service sites that are
approved by the consortium based on guidelines devel oped by
t he Comm ssion, pursuant to Sections 30 and 35 of this Act.

(b) A service site may not provide any salary or stipend
to the pupils performing comunity service in conjunction
with the Program

(c) Any public or private not for profit organi zation,
including a school, located in this State is eligible to

participate as a service site if the service to be provided
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by pupils seeking to earn schol arships neets the definition
of comunity service devel oped by the Comm ssion pursuant to
Section 35 of this Act.

(d) The consortia shall give priority to service sites
that neet the needs of |owincone youth or focus on reducing
juvenil e del i nquency, or both.

(e) The Commission shall ensure that consortia and
participating service sites conply with all applicable State

and federal child welfare | aws.

Section 30. Selection of pupil s and consorti a;
appl i cati on.

(a) The Comm ssion shall develop guidelines to be used
by the consortia to select pupils to participate in the
Program These guidelines shall give selection priority to
pupils who wll participate in academcally meani ngf ul
communi ty service.

(b) The Commi ssi on shal | devel op gui delines for
sel ecting consortia for participation in the Program The
Comm ssi on shal | gi ve priority to consortia with a
participating school district that serves a high percentage
of students qualifying for a free lunch under the federal
Child Nutrition Act of 1966.

(c) The Comm ssion shall attenpt to include an equal
distribution of consortia serving urban, rural, and suburban
communi ties.

(d) The Comm ssion shall devel op an application form and
instructions for conpletion of the form to be used by
consortia when applying for participation in the program
The Comm ssion shall notify all eligible school districts
about the Program and shall include a copy of the application

formand instructions with the noti ce.

Section 35. Community service defined. The Conm ssion,
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in consultation with the State Board of Education, shal

define eligible community service based on the definitions of
community service used in the federal work-study program and
the National and Community Service Act of 1990, as anended by

the National and Conmunity Service Trust Act of 1993.

Section 40. Admnistrative costs. Admnistrative costs
under this Act shall not exceed actual costs up to a maxi num
of 10%in fiscal year 2004 and 6% thereafter. The Conm ssion
shall reinburse a participating school district wwthin a
consortiumfor adm nistrative costs incurred in adm nistering
the Program in an anount that does not exceed 5% of the
anmount of each scholarship admnistered by that schoo

district.

Section 45. Study. By July 1, 2007 the Conm ssion shal
submt to the General Assenbly a study of the efficacy of the
Program The study shall include, but is not limted to, al
of the foll ow ng:

(1) The demand for schol arshi ps by grade | evel

(2) The demand for pupil participants by service
sites.

(3) General background data on participating pupils

and consorti a.

(4) Types of service performed by participating

pupi | s.

(5 An itemzation of costs for adm nistering the

Pr ogr am
Section 50. Appropriation of funds. This Act shall be
inplenmented only to the extent that funds for that purpose

are appropri at ed.

Section 990. Repealer. This Act is repealed on January
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Effective date. This Act takes effect upon
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